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The present book is an inquiry into the major themes and literary
styles of V.S. Naipaul and Salman Rushdie. It is an inquiry into V.S.
Naipaul’s fiction as an experiential recreation of the third world
consciousness as it emerges into an anguished awareness of
‘unimportance’ in the modern world. Today Naipaul stands as the
master of the novel, a creative craftsman of such surpassing talent
that Britain’s leading literary critic, V.S. Pritchett, calls him “the

greatest living writer in the English Ianguage.”

Salman Rushdie has been an impressive presence on the world literary
scene. Starting with Grimus (1975) he has published eight novels, the
latest being Fury (2001). Despite their relatively small number, the
impact Rushdie’s novels have had on common readers and critics alike
are profound. His novel Midnight’s children (1981) gave a new

direction and orientation to fiction all.over the world.
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